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There is still much work to be done!! The schedule for up-
coming Katrina/Biloxi trips is:

• July 24-August 2 • September 4-7
• October 9-12 • November 6-9
• December 4-7

Please check your calendar and see if you can be a part of one
or more of these important mission trips. Remember to sign up
online. The cost is $85. Please contact Greg Everett at
geverett@wilwat.net or Jim Huston at srbckatrinamission
@comcast.net for more information.

Don’t Forget About Katrina

Goal: $570,000
Given or Pledged: $481,925.13

Needed: $88,074.87

Tijuana Mission Trip
July 19-26

Cost is $550 plus airfare.
To sign up, register online at smokeriseministries. org,

click on “Missions,” then “Tijuana.”
You can make your $100 deposit with credit card or e-check.
If you cannot go, please remember the team in your prayers.

2008 Smoke Rise Baptist
9th Annual Model Train Exhibit

Saturday, July 26 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday, July 27 12 p.m.-3 p.m.

Exhibits in the
Gym and Fellowship Hall

Family Fun Events Information
Sunday, July 13, to see “Enchanted.”

Bus leaves immediately after church for lunch at the Varsity.
Tickets for the movie is $7.00 per person.

Appalachian Mission Trip Dates are July 26-August 2



The Deacon Nominating Committee for the 2009-
2010 term has formed. We are actively soliciting names
for prospective deacons from our congregation.

If you have a name of a candidate you would like to
submit, please contact any of the following committee
members — GregAdams, Laurie Boltin, Wilson Echols,
Denny Goodenow, Marcia Griffith, Gerri Hankla, Colin
Harris, Delores Hendrix, Kelly Jowers, Wayne Martin,
Lou McGuff, Terry Morgan and Alice Schutte.

Congratulations to Lauren Foust and Adam Petro who
were married June 28. Lauren is the daughter of Darlene
Foust.

Home Bible Study
Dr. Gary Leazer will lead a Bible study on Sundays

beginning September 7 at 6 p.m. The Bible study and
fellowship, which will last about ninety minutes, will meet in
homes of church members to provide an alternative Bible
study setting for people who cannot make Sunday School
every week, for those not involved in Sunday School, and
for neighbors and friends who do not attend church. The
study will be a survey of the Bible, but with an emphasis on
the New Testament; Sunday School quarterlies will not be
used. For more information, Contact Kathy Dobbins at
kdobbins@smokerisebaptist.org or 770-469-5856.

It’s time to sign up for August, September & October service
dates. The scheduling poster is outside the Nursery Office. Thank
you.

Attention Nursery Parents
& Extended Session Volunteers

• Good, used appliances: Refrigerators, microwaves, wash-
ers, dryers, electric stoves.
• Contact Bob Jernigan at 770-934-3005 for appliance pick-
up. Boxes will be near the Fellowship Hall doors for the books
and VBS materials.
• Thank you for helping to minister to the impoverished
people of Appalachia.

The Appalachian Mission Team,
Jenny Brannan, team leader

Needed for Appalachian Mission Trip

We extend our sympathy to these who have lost loved
ones: Jim Harris whose step-father died; Jim Howard whose
mother died; Stephen and Robert Braswell whose grand-
mother died; Larry Yates whose brother-in-law died, and
Jack Henderson, whose stepfather died.

We also extend our sympathy to the family of Rufus
Embry who died July 6. Rufus and Sybil have been mem-
bers since 1981; also to the family of Rachel Jones who died
on July 5. Rachel had been a member since 1997.

Deaths

Wedding

Letter of Appreciation
Dear Smoke Rise Family,

The members of Smoke Rise just continue to be a loving,
supportive, caring congregation! Thank you all once again for
the support you gave our family during Frank’s surgery. We so
appreciate the visits of the staff and friends, the many cards
and the Wednesday night banner.

Above all, thank you for the many prayers for his recov-
ery. God continues to be so good to us and to bless us in so
many ways.

We love you all,
Frank & Shirley Bowden

Lilburn and Stone Mountain Co-ops Need
School Supplies: Writing tablets, book bags, backpacks,
college & wide-ruled notebook paper & notebooks; dic-
tionaries, hi-lighters, pencils (#2 and colored), scissors,
hand sanitizer, boxes of tissue, erasers, pocket folders
with brads, graph paper, composition books, markers, pens
and glue sticks (no glue bottles) and rulers. Items may be
placed in either the food bin near the office or on shelves
in the hallway under the gym.

And, for the month of July, Lilburn Co-op pantry
needs are cereal, canned meat, canned fruit, and toilet
paper.

Go to www.smokerisebaptist.org to learn about upcom-
ing events involving church ministries.

Day camp continues through July so you can still be in-
volved.

The Lord’s Supper will be served on August 3 during
both worship services.

Fall Kick-off Sunday is August 10 with a blessing of the
students in the 11:00 service. No 8:30 service.

Wednesday night dinners and activities resumeAugust 13.
Relax if you can so we can hit the ground running in August.
The staff promises an exciting fall! Let’s get involved!

B.I.N.K. (Be In The Know)

2008 Fall Indoor Soccer
4-8 Year Olds

Parents’ Meeting: August 18 @ 7:00pm
Saturday Games

First Game September 6, 9:00 & 10:30am, September 6-
October 11

Practices Tuesdays and Thursdays Beginning August 26
4-6 year olds 6:00-7:00pm
6-8 year olds 7:00-8:00pm

Cost $95
For more information, call: 770-413-2133 ext 224

Ask for Jill Wade
Register online at: smokeriseministries.org



From the Pastor’s Heart
“All I Really Need to Know I Did Not Learn in Kindergarten”

Mark 8:22-26

Robert Fulgham’s book took the world by storm in 1986. All I
Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten was the catchy
title. The title of the book was taken from the first essay in which
Fulgham listed lessons normally learned in kindergarten
classrooms and explained how the world would be better if adults
adhered to the same basic rules as children.
As interesting as the title and concept are, I am confident that
even Fulgham would agree that we need to be lifelong learners.
There is never a time when we can relax and say that we know all
we need to know.

I believe our text makes this point, too. This is not only a
story about a blind man being healed, but it is also about opening
our eyes to a greater understanding of life and faith. Look at it
with me.

When some friends of a blind man approached Jesus and
begged for his help, Jesus took the man by the hand and led him
outside the village of Bethsaida. He spit on the man’s eyes, put his
hands on him and asked him if he could see. The man told Jesus
that he saw people, but they looked like walking trees. So, Jesus
touched him again and this time the man was able to see clearly.
Jesus sent him home, instructing him not to go into the village.

This story raises many questions, some of which I’ll address
in this article. Why did Jesus lead this man outside the village
before healing him? Why did he have to touch him twice to fully
restore his sight? After healing him, why did Jesus tell the man
not to go back into the village, but to go home?

What interests me the most, however, is Mark 8:25. After
Jesus touched the man the second time, Mark records, “Then his
eyes were opened, his sight was restored and he saw everything
clearly.” I am intrigued by the fact that this man’s eyesight was
only partially restored after Jesus’ first touch. It wasn’t until Jesus
touched him again that his sight was completely restored and he
saw things clearly. What was Mark’s message to his readers,
including us? Let me share some of my impressions.

There are times in life when we don’t see very clearly. This
man did not. I wonder if he once had sight. It appears that perhaps
he did because he knew what people and trees looked like when
he described what he saw after the first touch.
What robbed him of his sight? Chances are it was a disease that
was the result of poor sanitation. That was fairly common in that
culture as it is in many Third World countries today.

What prevents us from seeing clearly, though? It could be
inexperience, immaturity or ignorance. We can be blinded by
ambition, greed, lust for power or the desire for pleasure. Stress,
anger, false teachers, misplaced priorities or the world’s slick
marketing of the values we should possess can rob us of our
sight. There is no shortage of things that can cloud our vision.
What are you struggling to see clearly and what has interfered
with your ability to do so? It seems to me that identifying the
reason is the first step to seeing better. However, we need to go
beyond this initial step.

We need help from others in order to see clearly. This blind
man certainly did. He needed friends and Jesus. Without them,
he would have been blind the rest of his life.

Who helped you to see more clearly? Who came to your aid
when you lost your way, dealt with a critical problem, faced a

frightening challenge, had a crucial decision to make or were
struggling to understand life and faith?

Many people have helped me along my journey, including
family members, teachers, mentors, friends and authors, and I am
humbled and grateful. Like C.S. Lewis, “My own eyes are not
enough. I must see through the eyes of others.”

Who has helped you? Whose help do you need now in order to
see more clearly? Are you groping and stumbling in the dark because
you have too much pride to ask for help or don’t know where to turn?
How long are you going to try to make it on your own?

I want to encourage you in the strongest way I know to seek
counsel and help. Study the scriptures. Pray. Seek input from
those who do. Don’t continue to hurt yourself and others by
fumbling around in the dark. It is not necessary. Help is available.

Don’t become impatient as you reach out to others for help.
Likewise, don’t become impatient with those that are looking to
you for a deeper understanding of life. Obtaining knowledge,
wisdom, insight and maturity takes time, effort and discipline. It
requires an open mind and a willingness to learn. Restoring sight
and clarifying vision occur through a process as Mark implies in
this story.

I am impressed by the fact that Jesus and this man were not
content with the results of the first touch. Neither was he satisfied
with his partial vision. Both wanted a better outcome and continued
until it came.

This tells me that learning occurs in stages and I need to
seek, inquire, explore, search and struggle to understand what I
need to know that can make a difference in my life and those
around me. Nowhere is this better seen than the passage that
follows our text.

Look at the placement of this story in Mark. It sets the stage
for what is to follow at Caesarea Philippi and Peter’s grand
confession of faith in Christ. After asking the disciples who the
people thought he was, Jesus asked, “But what about you? Who
do you say that I am?” Peter replied, “You are the Christ.”

However, when Jesus told Peter about the suffering that he
must endure as the anointed one, Peter rebuked him. He could not
understand what Jesus was talking about, refused to believe him
and corrected him. In other words, Peter saw a little, but not enough.
He understood some things but there was more, much more, that
he did not. As a result, he needed a second touch, and probably a
third and fourth and tenth and Jesus patiently provided them.

It is not enough to declare what we know. We must also ask
what we don’t know and never be content until we discover it.

What are we to do with what we learn when our vision becomes
clearer? I think we need to share it with those around us that may
be groping in the dark.

“Don’t go into the village,” Jesus told the healed man. Why?
Evidently he didn’t live in the village. In the village, he would very
likely be exploited by faith healers that preyed on sick people.
They might cut a deal with him and claim that they healed him and
could heal others. This was not uncommon.

More than likely, what Jesus had in mind was that this healed
man needed to go home and quietly go about helping others
where he lived. He needed to take his newfound abilities and put
them to good use with those he knew best that needed him.

I like what this says to us. As our understanding grows, we
need to share what we are learning with those closest to us. Parents
need to teach children. Grandparents need to instruct
grandchildren. Neighbors need to be good role models. The people

(Continued on page 4)
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Smoke Rise Counseling Center
Affiliate of Care and Counseling Center of Georgia

770-469-6547
Gloria White, M. Div., LCSW Counselor
Rene Ely, M. Div., LMFT Counselor
Gina Campbell, M. Div., LCSW Counselor
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Robert F. Browning, D. Min. Pastor
E. Ernest Forrester, Jr. Associate Pastor
Kathy Dobbins Minister of Spiritual Formation
Tim W. Adcox Minister of Missions/Recreation
Danny Vancil Minister of Worship & Music
Kellie Denton Minister to Families with Children
Kristy Eggert Interim Minister of Families with Youth
David MacFarlane Director of Administration and Communications
Linda Cummings Coordinator of Congregational Life/Senior Adults
Amanda Burton Nursery Director
Truett Gannon, D. Min. Pastor Emeritus

OURSTAFF
Church Office: 770-469-5856

Visit www.smokerisebaptist.org

Call Margaret-Anne Prophitt at 770-979-8472 to add persons
to the Military Family List and to the List of Family Members serv-
ing in the Mideast.

around us are not the only ones that we need to help, but it is where we are to
begin. As the slogan says, “Bloom where you are planted.” Be the enlightening
and healing presence of Christ where you live and are known.

On my recent trip to Israel, the group gathered each morning after breakfast
for devotion and prayer. A significant portion of the time was spent in silence,
preparing for the day. This was in stark contrast to the anything-but-silent
world that awaited us.

When it was time to go into that noisy world, our silence was broken by
singing an upbeat song that put pep in our step and a huge smile on our face.
One of the songs we sang to the top of our lungs as we made that transition
was written, arranged and produced by Johnny Nash and a number one hit on
the Pop Charts for four weeks in 1972, “I Can See Clearly Now.” It is a song,
many believe, about hope, courage and recovery for individuals who experience
adversity and overcome it.

I can see clearly now, the rain has gone.
I can see all obstacles in my way.
Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind.
It’s gonna be a bright, bright, sun-shiny day.

Wouldn’t it be great if this could happen in real life? With God’s help and
others, I think it can!

Until Sunday,

Bob

(Continued from page 3)

FINANCIAL STATISTICS
As of June 30, 2008

Four hundred fourteen families have pledged $1,966,177.60 to date for the 2008
Budget.

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET TO
(THIS YEAR) DATE

INCOME
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $1,107,541.18 $1,279,998.00
TOTAL OTHER INCOM 12,528.81 0.00
TOTAL INCOME $1,120,069.99 $1,279,998.00

EXPENSES
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $ 869,552.97 $ 976,496.00
TOTAL MINISTRIES – WORSHIP 33,474.21 35,081.00
TOTAL MINISTRIES – EDUCATION 67,002.28 89,186.00
TOTAL MISSIONS 115,626.27 30,181.00
TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 59,695.58 60,248.00
TOTAL EQUIPMENT 5,311.67 8,913.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,150,662.98 $1,300,105.00

MORTGAGE BALANCE $ 116,525.53

40TH ANNIVERSARY OFFERING Two hundred forty-seven families have pledged
$430,310.00 towards our goal of $570,000.00. Twenty-nine families that did not sign
a pledge card have given $51,615.13.

GOAL $ 570,000.00
AMOUNT GIVEN OR PLEDGED $ 481,925.13

NEEDED $ 88,074.87

2008 Impact Cheerleading
Kindergarten - 6th Grade

Free Cheer Clinic, Parents’ information meeting and
Uniform Sizing onAugust 16. First practice beginsAu-
gust 19. Coach will be Abigail Griggs, seminary stu-
dent and experienced cheerleader/gymnast and former
FCC camp counselor. To register, call 770-413-2133, ext
224 or email www.impactbasketballleague.com

Read the CrossTie before it’s mailed.


