
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
«Label» 

Our Staff Church Office: 770.469.5856 

Smoke Rise Counseling Center 
Affiliate of Care and Counseling Center of Georgia 

770.469.6547 

Financial Corner: through September 27, 2009 

Appalachia Construction Trip 
As part of our ministry to God's 
Appalachian Partnership (GAP), there 
will be a construction trip to McDowell, 
KY October 11–16. We will be staying 
in the Servant's Heart Lodge. The cost 
is $125 per person. Scholarships are 
available. This will be a wonderful time 
of work, fun and fellowship as we 
improve a family's house. Please 
contact Bill Blanton at 770.921.4115. 

What is FIN? 
  
FIN stands for Families in Need! 

Approximately 20 families have been 
helped with financial assistance through 
this confidential program called FIN.  Do 
you have a need or know a fellow 
Smoke Rise member who is in need?  
Please contact Bob Browning, Ernie 
Forrester, or Tim Adcox for assistance. 
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Robert F. Browning, D. Min. Pastor 

E. Ernest Forrester, Jr. Associate Pastor 

Kathy Dobbins Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Tim W. Adcox Minister of Missions & Recreation 

Danny Vancil Minister of Worship & Music 

Kellie Denton Minister to Families with Children 

Carra Hughes Greer Minister to Families with Youth 

David MacFarlane Director of Administration & Communication 

Linda Cummings Coordinator of Congregational Life/Senior Adults ts 

Amanda Burton Nursery Director 

Truett Gannon, D. Min. Pastor Emeritus 
 

Gloria White, M. Div., LCSW Counselor and Center Director 

Rene Ely, M. Div., LMFT Counselor 

Gina Campbell, M. Div., LCSW Counselor 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Deaths 
Join us in extending our sympathy to 
our friends and family at Smoke Rise 
who have lost loved ones: 

   
Bob Knell's wife, Jan; Peggy Duke’s 
mother. 

Co-op Donations 
Stone Mountain Co-op needs for October: peanut 

butter, jelly, hot and cold cereal, tuna, canned 
fruit, soups, toilet paper and liquid dish soap. 

S u b m i s s i o n  D e a d l i n e :  T h u r s d a y ,  
N o o n ,  w e e k  b e f o r e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

October 5, 2009 

Smoke Rise Baptist Church | 5901 Hugh Howell Road | Stone Mountain, GA 30087 | 770.469.5856 
www.smokerisebaptist.org  

Atlanta Flood Response 
In response to the extensive flooding we've 

seen in Atlanta neighborhoods, Smoke Rise is 
ready to help! 

To begin our response, we need the following 
information: Who is it that needs help - contact 
information, location and description of basic 
need(s). Donations will be accepted to help those 
in need, make checks payable to Smoke Rise 
Baptist Church, designated Atlanta Flood. 

Are you willing to volunteer? If so, please 
contact the church office at 770.469.5856 or 
safgsfg 

SMOKE RISE BAPTIST CHURCH 
5901 Hugh Howell Road 
Stone Mountain, GA 30087 
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Looking Ahead...  
   

 

Family Comedy Night 

with Tim Hawkins 

October 11, 2009 

  

Smoke Rise 

Christmas Choir 

presents, Handel's 

Messiah at 7:00PM  

December 20, 2009 

 

40th Anniversary Offering Update 

A Place for You in 
Missions? 

Maybe one of these 
ministry places below is 
calling you.  The contact 
person is listed for more 
information. 
         
Appalachia 
Construction 
Oct. 11-16 
Bill Blanton 
      
Uganda 
Oct. 17–31 
Wilson Echols, or 
Janet Palmer 
     
Siberia 
Jan. 29-Feb. 10, 2010 
Jim Palmer 
     
Honduras 
March 6-13, 2010 
Deb Leamon 

Nursery Parents & 

Volunteers 
It’s time to sign up 

for November, 
December & January 
service dates. The 
scheduling poster is 
outside the nursery 
office. If you would 
prefer to volunteer 
during Early Offering, 
please see Amanda Coe 
Burton. 

Celebrating 400 Years 
Another article in this series is available in the Sanctuary Breezeway - The 

Preaching of the Gospel: A Baptist Tradition. 

Multi Focus WMU 
  
Multi Focus WMU meets Tuesday, 

October 13th, at 10am in Room 218.  We 
are delighted to have with us Mrs. Karen 
Bates, Claire Nash’s Daughter, to tell us 
about her mission trip with Tijuana and 
share pictures from her trip. 

Our mission project will be F.I.N. 
(Families in Need). 

Watch as we continue to work towards finishing 
some of the renovation projects that are still 
underway; such as completing the pews and the 
carpeting in the sanctuary (both floors)! 

smokeriseinfo@smokerisebaptist.org and provide your contact information and 
availability (email preferred). A group from Lemoyne Baptist (the church we partnered 
with in Biloxi to help Katrina victims) is already here helping repair homes in the 
Atlanta area. 
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Church Conference 
There will be a Church Conference, lunch and 

Deacons' Meeting on Sunday October 11th, at noon 
in the Fellowship Hall. Call the church office by 
Thursday, October 8th to make your lunch 
reservations. 



“Our church is a 

place of healing 

and hope for 

people who are 

hurting.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

40th Anniversary How can I adequately express my 
gratitude for all the work that went into the finest 
church celebration I have ever witnessed? Thanks from 
the bottom of my heart to all who helped make this day 
so special. The meticulous planning that led up to the 
celebration was certainly evident. To Arlene Kirkland, 
Kathy Goodenow and Linda Cummings who 
spearheaded the planning process and coordinated the 
work of our staff and scores of volunteers, we are 
grateful. Well done, good and faithful leaders! You 
excelled in every way. 

…And the Journey Continues I have never seen the 
staff more energized and excited to lead the church 
into the future. Hours of discussion have gone into 
discerning God’s will for our church and identifying the 
steps we need to take to move in that direction. Each 
staff member has taken a core value and written an 
article that outlines what it is and how we can embody 
it in this community and around the world. They 
presented their ideas in the worship services on 
September 27th, the Sunday following our 40th 
Anniversary celebration 

I appreciate their good work and 
dedication. They are valuable partners in 
ministry and I am proud to call them 
friends and work alongside them. Pray 
for them and our church as we continue 
to achieve the mission to which God has 
called us. 

Renewal and Commitment One of our 
goals for the 40th anniversary was for it 
to be a time of renewal as well as 
celebration for our members. It is my 
heart’s desire that every member renewed his or her 
commitment to the Lord and this wonderful church that 
strives to minister in Jesus’ name. 

As I said in my remarks at the celebration, I am 
convinced this community, and the world at large, need 
Smoke Rise Baptist Church. Our church is a place of 
healing and hope for people who are hurting. 

I know no better place for the wounded to find 
healing, the lonely to find companionship, the restless 
to find peace, the confused to find understanding, the 
overwhelmed to find courage, the discouraged to find 
encouragement, the lost to find direction and the 
forgotten to find affirmation. 

I know no better place for the grieving to find 
comfort, the weak to find strength, the hungry to find 
food, the excluded to find a warm embrace and the 
guilty to find forgiveness. 

I know no better place for the maligned to find 
respect, the outcast to find a warm hug, the silenced to 
find a voice, the powerless to find an advocate, the 
overlooked to find a place at the table, the 
downtrodden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
downtrodden to find a helping hand, the dying to find 
eternal life and the serious student of faith to find 
kindred spirits on the same quest. 

What's more, it doesn't matter if you are a 
Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or you watch 
Fox News or CNN. 

It doesn’t matter if you prefer to sing choruses or 
hymns. 

It doesn’t matter if you cheer for the Atlanta 
Braves, or God forbid, the Yankees, the Mets or the Red 
Sox. 

It doesn’t matter if you are a Georgia Bulldog, a 
Georgia Tech Yellow Jacket, you shout “War Eagle or 
Roll Tide.” 

It doesn’t matter if you are a Florida Gator, a 
Florida State Seminole, a South Carolina Gamecock, a 
Clemson Tiger, a Tennessee Volunteer, a Vanderbilt 
Commodore, a Duke Blue Devil, a North Carolina Tar 
Heel, a Notre Dame Fighting Irish or a proud, but far 
out-numbered, Kentucky Wildcat, you are welcome in 
this place and will find friends that you will swear, that 

is if Baptists could swear, are a part of 
your family that you just never knew. 

You may not support the same 
political candidates, consult the same 
news source, sing the same songs or root 
for the same team, but you will find that 
the person sitting next to you will be the 
first to your aid when you need him or 
her or the first you can work with to 
make our world better. 

This is who Smoke Rise is. This is 
what makes it unique. This is our mission 

and purpose. This is who we have been called to be and 
what we have been charged to do by the one who said, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” 
Luke 4:18-19. 

May we go from this place today renewed, 
refreshed, recharged and dedicated anew to pursuing 
the vision that birthed this wonderful church forty years 
ago. Like Esther of old, “for such a time as this,” we 
have been brought together to be the presence of 
Christ in a broken world and make hope visible. 

We need no higher call. We need no loftier goal. We 
need no further challenge. We just need to join hearts 
and hands and sing together, “Savior, Like a Shepherd 
Lead us!”    

   
Until Sunday, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastorõs Heart . . . 
  

 

Sadies Ladies Circle 
Sadies Ladies Circle will meet Monday, 

October 12th at 6:30pm at the home of Kim 
Sekulow. Our mission emphasis this month is 
providing birthday boxes for the Lilburn Co-op. 
We welcome visitors to join us. 

Exposing Hidden Treasures at SRBC 
At the church conference on October 11th 

(after 11:00 worship) a report of the two year 
study of our fee based programs,* now 
referred to as Community Outreach Programs, 
will be given to the congregation.  

The results of this study will make you 
proud of how many lives we are touching in 
our community. Come hear the report of this 
committee, chaired by Denny Goodenow. Call 
the office for a lunch reservation.  

*Fee-based programs include The Weekday 
School, Recreation, Summer Day Camp, The 
Academy of Arts, After School Program. 

Birth Announcements 
Join us in celebrating these new births in 

the Smoke Rise family: 
 

"Laura Rhyley," born September 22nd to 
Corine Deforest; grandparents are Scott and 
Lucy Deforest. 
 
"Madalynn Grace," born September 22nd to 
Lindsay and Matthew Kitchens; grandfather is 
David MacFarlane. 
 
"Olivia Marie," born September 23rd to Keith 
and Cindy Adams; grandparents are Clarence 
and Polly Adams. 

Youth Ministry Collection 
Do you have old furniture, rugs, or lamps 

that you want to get rid of? Let the SRBC 
Youth Ministry take it off your hands! We are 
looking for gently used furniture for the new 
youth room. If you’re interested in donating 
couches, chairs, rugs, lamps, tables, etc., 
contact Carra Hughes Greer at 
carragreer@gmail.com, Kristy Eggert at 
kristy.eggert@gmail.com or call 678.533.0551. 

Deck the Halls…for the Holidays! 
    

Tuesday, Nov. 17th at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
Sponsored by Smoke Rise Women’s Ministry 

 
Come enjoy a delicious holiday dinner followed by floral 

designs and holiday decorating ideas from our multi-
talented Minister of Music, Danny Vancil.  

All of Danny’s creations will be given as door prizes with 
a very special grand prize for one lucky lady. 

If you would like to host and decorate a table, please 
contact MaryLynn Manley at 770.925.7509. Tickets will be 
on sale beginning Sunday, October 25th. 

Academy Fall Music Lessons 
    

The Academy of Arts is now offering adult art classes,  
drama classes for children and teens and private music 
lessons for most band instruments. Conservatory-level 
instruction is offered for piano, saxophone, violin, trumpet, 
clarinet, organ, trombone, solo guitar, voice, flute and 
cello.  

Register at smokeriseministries.org - click on “Arts 
Programs” then click on the link labeled “Private Music 
Lessons.” For more information, call 770.413.2133 ext. 
226 or email smokeriseartsacademy@yahoo.com. 

Oakland Cemetery 
The Family Fun Events Team is planning an 

unusual evening at one of Atlanta's notable 
landmarks, "Oakland Cemetery,” on Friday, 
October 23rd.  

We will have dinner at Six Feet Under (on 
your own) and then stroll across the street to 
the Oakland Cemetery and participate in the 
"Crypt Tour." 

We will leave the church at 5:45pm on the 
bus. The tickets are $18.00 each.  Tickets are 
being purchased online, therefore, you will   
need to pay when you sign up. 

Sign up on Wednesdays and Sundays for 
the next several weeks.  For questions, contact 
Linda Cummings at 770.469.5856 or 
lcummings@smokerisebaptist.org. 

   
A Message from Impact Basketball 

  
The Impact Basketball League, which is operated by the Smoke 

Rise Baptist Recreation Department, offers a unique opportunity for 
children and youth in the community to play basketball in a safe and 
faith-based environment. This basketball ministry is a great way for 
Smoke Rise and the other local churches to reach out to individuals 
who do not have a church home and/or searching for a relationship 
with God. 

Sign-ups have started and will continue until October 31st.  For 
more information or to register, please go to 
www.impactbasketballleague.com.  A player does not have to be a 
member of Smoke Rise or any other particular church. 

Please tell your friends about the Impact Basketball League as 
“word of mouth” is our best way to “get the word out” about this 
exciting ministry! 

 
 

   
Fall Study: God’s Voice for a Troubled Time 

 
A three-session study on Jeremiah 

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Led by Dr. Colin Harris 

 
October 14th - Session One: The Diagnosis 
The prophet looks through the lens of covenant faith at the situation 
of his day.  
 
October 21st - Session Two: The Assurance 
In spite of the breakdown of religious and political systems, God is 
still sovereign and the covenant is still valid.  
 
November 4th - Session Three: The Promise 
God is with people in ways they cannot imagine, and a new level of 
covenant relationship awaits their faithful openness. 

   
Care Classes 

  
In the upcoming church year Care Classes will be offered on 

specified Wednesday evenings and Thursday mornings. The Thursday 
morning class will be a repeat of Wednesday evening for those unable 
to attend on Wednesdays. There will be a question and answer section 
to each class…so bring you questions. The next class scheduled is: 

 
October 7 & 8 – Depression: 
Do you know someone suffering from depression – friend or family 
member? Come and get a better understanding of what depression 
is and how it’s affecting the person, their friends and family. Learn 
how you can help and/or cope. The leader for this class is Rev. Julie 
Cannon. She is an experienced counselor, previously with our 
Smoke Rise Counseling Center, currently a Counselor at Mercer 
University working with students. The class will meet in Room 
S225-227 from 6-7:30pm. You may sign up online, call Linda 
Cummings at 770.469.5856 ext. 208 or email Marcia Griffith at 
marciagriffith@comcast.net. 

SRBC Family Stay-Cation 
    

For Families of All Ages, Shapes and Sizes! 
Adults: $10, Kids: $5, Family Max: $35  

Register with Kellie Denton by October 7th 

 
Friday, October 9th, 7pm: Movie and Popcorn at the Church. 
 
Saturday, October 10th, 9am-2pm: Continental Breakfast at the 
Church, Worship Send-Off, Mission Projects in the Atlanta, Lilburn, 
and Stone Mountain Communities. Lunch and fun to follow.  
 
Sunday, October 11th (day's events not included in cost above): 
Varsity Wagon beginning at 5pm - Old fashioned family games and 
fun in the preschool parking lot. 
A Night of Laughter with Tim Hawkins, 7pm in Sanctuary - $10/child 
(ages 10 years and under), $15/adult in advance, buy tickets 
online. Tickets at the door are $20/adult. 


