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Jodi Graham 
 
Jodi Graham

January S chedule a t S moke Rise 
January 6 th     No Wednesday evening activities except Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

January 10 th   All regular Sunday activities resume 

January 12 th   Prime Time dinner & entertainment at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

January 13 th   All regular Wednesday evening activities resume  

 S u b m i s s i o n  D e a d l i n e :  T h u r s d a y ,  
N o o n ,  w e e k  b e f o r e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

Smoke Rise Baptist Church | 5901 Hugh Howell Road |  Stone Mountain, GA 30087 | 770.469.5856 
www.SmokeRiseBaptist.org  

January 4,  2010  

Sign-Up f or  

Missions! 

Honduras 
March 6 –13 
Contact Deb Leamon  
 
 

The SRBC Honduras 
Mission Trip will be 
March 6 -13, 2010.  We 
already have several 
volunteers planning to 
go. If you are 
interested, please join 
the team for a brief 
information meeting on 
Sunday, January 10 th   
at 12 noon in Room 218. 
Please call the Missions 
Office if you want to eat 
lunch ($5 in the 
Fellowship Hall).  For 
more information, 
contact Deb Leamon at 
770. 923. 8762 or the 
Missions Of fice. 

Honduras I nfo 

Meeting 

Journaling Through Lent  
February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28 

 
Praying the Scriptures 

April 11 
 

The Welcoming Prayer 
May 2 

 
The Forgiveness Process 

June 6 
 

The Jesus Prayer 
July 11 

 
Intercessory Prayer 

August 1 
 

Praying the Scriptures 
September 12 

 
World Communion Sunday 

October 3 
 

Review of the Day 
November 7 

 
Advent Meditation 

November 28, December 5, 12 
 

Visit the Smoke Rise website to sign-up for any of the 2010 LIVING Room classes. 
 

Katrina U pdate:  
Rocky’s H ouse i s F inished 

Praise the Lord!  Rocky's house 
passed the final inspection on 
December 22 nd .  He is cleared to move 
in. Ruth and I left on  December 22 nd  
for a few days at home, but are back 
in Biloxi now.  As time permits I will 
update everyone on plans for 2010.  
For now, we still need help finishing 
the Barrett home.  

 
Happy New Year to everyone, 
Jim and Ruth Huston 

We are proud to announce that our own Carra 
Hughes Greer has been invited to be one of the 
Preachers at the festival. Please remember to 
uphold her in your prayers as she makes this 
trip. Check out www.AcademyofPreachers.net. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help f or S RBC Families i n N eed 
Assistance is still available through Smoke 

Rise Families In Need (FIN).  If you have a need 
or know of a fellow Smoke Rise member who is 
in need, please contact Bob Browning, Ernie 
Forrester or Tim Adcox. 

Life C onnections: W inter 2 010 
Sign up for any of the following classes on 

the Smoke Rise website.   
Adult Cro ssings: God’s Journey with Us  
This eight week study explores the eight core 
stories of the Bible. By studying these ancient 
stories we see that these are also our stories. It 
is at the crossing points of our lives that we 
encounter God and neighbor. $13 for workbook. 
Sundays at 5pm beginning January 10 th .  
Experiencing God:  
Knowing & Doing the Will of God  
God is inviting Christians today to experience 
him in an intimate love relationship. This 
revised and expanded twelve week study will 
guide participants to hear when God is 
speaking, find where he is working, and join 
him. $15 for workbook. Mondays at 9:45am 
beginning January 11 th .  
A New Kind of Christian  
In 2010 we are starting a conversation about 
the new spiritual reformation that seems to be 
taking place in our world that is challenging 
Christians to explore faith in new ways. We will 
be reading Brian McLaren’s book, A New Kind of 
Christian , to guide our discussion. This 
conversation is for anyone searching for a 
deeper life with God and a place to ask  and 
explore their questions. No reservation needed. 
Reading the book is recommended but not 
necessary to participate in the class. Led by Joel 
& Kelly McLendon. Wednesdays from 6:30 to 
7:30pm beginning January 13 th . 

Ushers N eeded 
A Big than k you to those who have 

volunteered to help as ushers! However, we still 
need more. Many of you have been given the 
gifts of hospitality and organization. This is a 
great and much needed way to use them.  

We need Ushers for each Sunday in the 
month. You would only need to serve one 
Sunday a month and only at the 11am service.  

Contact Linda Cummings at 770.469.5856 
ext. 208 or lcummings@smokerisebaptist.org to 
volunteer! Thank you for sharing your gift.  

Save t he D ate 
Valentine Dinner and Dance - Saturday, 

February 6 th . Tickets will be available beginning 
in January. For more information, contact Linda 
Cummings at 678.533.0547.  

Please W elcome O ur ' Newest' S taff M ember! 
    

As of January 1 st , Ron Comeau, our Facilities Manager, is no 
longer working for Griffin Services, but is now a full time staff member 
here at Smoke Rise. For several years Ron has been such an integral 
and vital part of us at Smoke Rise, that when we learned that we 
might have an opportunity to bring him on staff, we wasted no time in 
making that happen.  

Here's a bit of trivia: while we all know what a tremendous job 
Ron does, and has done, managing every aspect of our facilities, you 
probably didn't know that before he began working for Griffin, he was 
a graphic  artist for over 30 years - both for his own company in New 
York and later as a freelancer. He created graphic art, commercial art, 
illustrations and fine art.  

Please take a moment to welcome Ron on board when you see 
him in the hallways. We are very fortunate to have Ron working with 
us and we are all excited about having him become part of the staff! 
And it kind of looks like Ron might be a little excited about this change 
as well - here was his Christmas Greeting to all of us... 

   
Births 

 
"Penelope Jean," born December 16 th  to Ben & Jessica Champa; 
grandfather is David Champa.  
 
"Lillie Ann," born December 17 th  to Samu el & Morgan Germany; 
grandmother is Carol Marcus.  
 
“Adelaine Renee,” born December 25 th  to Trisha & Daniel Harris; 
grandparents are Vivian & Park Mann.  

   
A Fashion S how &  T ea 

 
On Saturday, January 9 th , the African Children’s Mission (ACM) will 

be hosting a fashion show and tea at 3pm at the Yellow River Baptist 
Church in Lilburn. All proceeds are tax deductible and will go directly 
to support the missions in Uganda. Tickets are $25 and can be 
purchased in the breezeway on Sundays or by contacting Janet 
Palmer at 770.922.9502 or Charlene Echols at 678.450.0035.  

This effort has a focus of exposing ACM to other organizations and 
people.  However, since many of the helpers are coming from SRBC, 
we want to extend a special invitation to the congregation at large.  
You might just be surprised when you see who the models are! 



“What a  p erson w ho h as 

a p roblem n eeds m ore 

than a nything e lse i s t o 

be l oved…it a ll b egins 

with l ove.” 

 
 
 
 
 

This phrase, tough love, burst on the scene about 
thirty-five years ago. It describes a love that is connected 
to people who have problems. Tough love enables a person 
to help someone with their problem, instead of walking 
away. For this reason, it is the kind of love that has the 
potential to transform lives and restore relationships.   

I believe today’s text gives us an example of tough 
love. Mary had a problem and Elizabeth and her husband, 
Zechariah, helped her deal with it. They did not turn her 
away when she showed up on their doorstep, but took care 
of her for three months. What a difference they made in 
Mary’s life, as well as ours.  

 Why did Mary travel a great distance, eighty 
miles, and stay with Elizabeth and Zechariah, after 
she was told that she was going to have a baby? Luke 
never answered this question, which was rather unusual, 
given his attention to detail. Even the 
question Elizabeth voiced, “Why has 
this happened to me that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me?” was left for 
us to ponder. 

Perhaps the most obvious answer 
is because the angel, Gabriel, told 
Mary that Elizabeth was also going to 
have a baby, implying that she should 
go see her. Sounds reasonable; after 
all, Mary and Elizabeth were related 
and there was a sense of urgency on 
Mary’s part.  

I think there were other reasons, though, which can be 
discovered by asking another question. What did Mary 
need?  Determining this may help us understand why Mary 
made this long journey, in all likelihood by herself.  

I think Mary needed several things, beginning with a 
safe place to sort out her thoughts. You recall how Luke 
describes Mary’s condition. She was engaged to a man 
named Joseph and both were busy preparing for a 
wedding.  

Joseph was building a house and the furniture that 
would go in it while Mary was filling her hope chest. To say 
the least, this was a very busy and important time for Mary 
and Joseph. The last thing they needed was to be surprised 
by an angel, yet that is exactly what Luke describes.  

"Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 
God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end ” 
Luke 1:30-34. 

To say life was confusing would be an understatement. 
Mary’s world had been turned upside down and she needed 
someone to talk to who would listen and give sound 
advice.  

Who better for Mary to talk to than Elizabeth? What a 
wonderful mentor Elizabeth would be for Mary because, in 
some ways, Elizabeth’s journey was not that different from 
the one Mary was facing. To a degree, Elizabeth lived all 
her married life in shame. She was unable to have 
children, a plight worse than death for women in that 
culture. She knew what it was like to disappoint her  
husband and be fodder for gossip. No wonder Mary 
husband  

 
 

 
 
 
made that long trek down to the hill country outside 
Jerusalem. 

Love, acceptance and encouragement awaited Mary 
when she arrived at Elizabeth’s home. It was truly was a 
“safe place to fall.”  

You know how this story speaks to me today? What a 
person who has a problem needs more than 
anything else is to be loved.  For sure, they need many 
things, but it all begins with love. Who among your family 
and friends is facing a tough problem and needs you to 
love them?  

Loving someone with a problem is not easy, is it?  
It may just reveal how much you really love them. People 
with problems need help, which requires attention and 
time. Rarely is there a quick solution. Loving someone 
with a problem can stretch your patience and your 

pocketbook. So why would you do it? 
Why did Elizabeth and 

Zechariah help Mary?  Why did they 
take her in for three months? It 
wasn’t as if they didn’t have enough 
on their plate. They were going to 
have a baby, too, and they were not 
young.  

I believe the answer is simple. 
Elizabeth and Zechariah loved Mary 
and were as committed to her welfare 
as much as their own.  

Love won’t let you say no, will it? 
When you want to walk the other way or slam the door, 
love just won’t let you do it. It’s that strong and resilient, 
as Paul reminded us when he wrote, “Love always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes and always 
perseveres. Love never fails” I Corinthians 13:7 -8a.  

Love has a way of reminding you of those people who 
would not walk away from you. It pulls up the names and 
faces of friends and family members who took you in when 
you had no place to turn or were at the end of your rope. 
“Pay it forward,” loves says. It’s your turn.  

Who needs you to love them this morning?  Who 
are you struggling to love today? Who can help you love 
them when you really want to turn and run the other way?  

Why not begin with Jesus, who modeled this kind of 
love, no doubt, after hearing Mary tell him about the 
goodness of Elizabeth and Zechariah. Without them, he 
knew his life would have turned out differently. He was 
determined to pass this kind of goodness forward, wasn’t 
he?   

I believe he will help you do the same. He will put this 
kind of tough, resilient love in your heart and provide the 
wisdom, understanding, strength, stamina and patience 
you need, too.  

The members of this church will help you, also. I’ve 
never known a finer support group for those who are 
carrying heavy loads. There is enough love here to 
embrace you and walk with you along your journey. Let us 
be your Elizabeth and Zechariah. We would be honored. 
   
   
 

Until Sunday, 
 

From the Pastor’s Heart . . . 
Tho ugh L ove – L uke 1 :39-45 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial C orner: t hrough D ecember 3 0, 2 009 
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Gloria White, M. Div., LCSW Counselor and Center Director 

Rene Ely, M. Div., LMFT Counselor 
Gina Campbell, M. Div., LCSW Counselor 

Robert F. Browning, D. Min. Pastor 
E. Ernest Forrester, Jr. Associate Pastor 
Kathy Dobbins Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Tim W. Adcox Minister of Missions & Recreation 
Danny Vancil Minister of Worship & Music 
Kellie  Denton  Minister to Families with Children 
Carra Hughes Greer Minister to Families with Youth 
Linda Cummings Coordinator of Congregational Life/Senior Adults 
David MacFarlane Director of Administration & Communication 
Lou Tankersley Director of Food Service Ministry 
Amanda Burton Nursery Director 
Truett Gannon, D. Min. Pastor Emeritus 

Our S taff Church Office: 770.469.5856 

Smoke R ise C ounseling C enter 
Affiliate o f C are a nd C ounseling C enter o f G eorgia 

770.469.6547 
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Looking A head ...  
 

Dave Ramsey Seminar 
January 2010 

 
Valentine Dinner & 

Dance 
February 6 th  

Deaths 
Join us in ex tending our sympathy to 

our friends and family at Smoke Rise who 
have lost loved ones:  

   
Alecia Reed’s father; Jeanie Worlock's 

brother; Fannie Garner and Bojack Loyd's 
mother.  

Employment O pportunity 
The U.S. Census Bureau is now actively seeking 

temporary employees from the South Gwinnett and 
North DeKalb area to begin working on the 2010 
census . Go  to www.census.gov/roatl/www/emply.html  
to view openings . Updates are made frequently, so 
check often.  The Census Practice Test is also 
available on their website to use as a tool to 
measure basic skills and knowledge required to 
perform a variety of census jobs.  

 
Atlanta Regional Office Contact Information: 
101 Mariet ta Street NW, Suite 3200 
Atlanta, GA 30303 -2700 
Phone : 404.730.3832 or 1.800.424.6974 
FAX : 404.730.3835 
TDD : 404.730.3963 
Email : atlanta.regional.office@census.gov 
Website : www.2010.census.gov 
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